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JUNE. 


nity to examine and enjoy our lives ; let not the 
time pass by without reflecting on our manner of 
life ; let us work diligently for our own good as 
well as that of our fellow creatures, that we may 
have pleasing remembrances to console and cheer 
us at its close. 

“ If bliss be a frail and perishing flower 
Bom only to decay, 

Oh ! who, when it blooms but a single hour, 

Would fling its sweets away.” 

The Buckbean is also known by the name of 
Marsh Trefoil. Many lovers of nature who spend 
much of their time in taking walks into the coun- 
try, but who prefer the more pleasant rambles in 
the dry meadows, are unacquainted with the lovely 
blossoms of the Buckbean, for as before stated, 
it is only in boggy and moist situations that it can 
be discovered, with the carex and rush for its 
companions, it is sometimes found covering seve- 
ral acres. 

THE DEADLY NIGHTSHADE. 

{Atropa Belladonna.) 

Class, Pentandria. Order, Monogynia. Nat. Ord., 
Solanese. 

The family to which the Atropa belongs consists 
mostly of poisonous plants. The Deadly Night- 
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shade is to be found in thickets and hedges. The 
whole plant is of a lightish green colour, excepting 
the flowers, which are of a dull purple, and the 
berries which succeed them are of a rich black. The 
flowers are bell-shaped, larger than those of the 
harebell, and are placed singly on the stalks, aris- 
ing from the axils of the leaves. The leaves are 
large, egg-shaped, and the odour of the whole 
plant, like the henbane ( Hyocyamus niger ), is 
nauseous and disagreeable, as if to warn us of 
their vonomous nature. The poison resides prin- 
cipally in the berries, which, from their resem- 
blance to cherries, have often been eaten by chil- 
dren with fatal consequences : they are full of a 
pulpy matter of a sweetish taste, and of narcotic 
properties. The leaves are sometimes employed 
externally, are cooling and softening; and are 
considered good against the ringwowm and hard 
swellings. 

We have another wild plant that is known by 
the name of Woody Nightshade, (Solanura Dul- 
camara). We frequently see it trailing about 
our hedges in moist situations, the stems are climb- 
ing and shrubby without thorns ; the leaves are 
heart-shaped, the upper ones approaching to hal- 
bert shape. The flowers are inserted opposite to 
the leaves, drooping, purple, with two tubercles at 
the bottom of each segment; the anthers are 
large, yellow, and united into a pyramidal form ; 
and altogether the blossom very much resembles 
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